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by Henry IV. Henry, on the other hand, was always
drawing away the English to serve his more pressing
needs in other parts of France. This brought upon
him many harsh rebukes and threats from the English
Queen. But she had, for the first time, met her match.
He judged, and rightly, that she would not desert him.
So, with oft-repeated apologies, light promises, and well-
turned compliments, he just went on doing what suited
him best, getting all the fighting he could out of the
English, and airily eluding Elizabeth's repeated de-
mands for some coast town, which could be held, like
Brill and Flushing, as a security for her heavy subsidies.
When Henry was reconciled to the Catholic Church,
Elizabeth went through the form of expressing surprise
and regret at a step which she must have long ex-
pected, and must have felt to be wise (1593). Her
alliance with Henry was not shaken. It was drawn
even closer by a new treaty, each sovereign engaging
not to make peace without the consent of the other.
This engagement did not prevent Henry from con-
cluding the separate peace of Vervins five years later,
when he judged that his interest required it (1598).
Elizabeth's dissatisfaction was, this time, genuine
enough. But Henry was no longer her protege*, a
homeless, landless, penniless king, depending on
English subsidies, roaming over the realm he called his
own with a few thousands, or sometimes hundreds, of
undisciplined cavaliers, who gathered and dispersed at
their own pleasure. He was master of a re-united
France, and could no longer be either patronised or
threatened. Elizabeth might expostulate, and declare
that " if there was such a sin as that against the Holy
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